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NOTE. 
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N. B. —'Tars Platform was prepared and published by consul- 
tation and co-operation of ministers of different Kastern and 
Western Synods, . connected with the General Synod, at the 
gpecial request of s0me Western brethren, whose churches desire 


a more specific expression of the General. Synod's doctrinal basis, 


being surrounded by German churches, when profess the entire 
mass of former symbols. 


As this Platform adds not a single sentence to the Lugibws 


Confession, nor omits anything that has the least pretension to 
be considered © a fundamental doctrine of Scripture,” it is per- 
fectly consistent with the doctrinal test of the General Synod, as 
contained in her Formula of Government and Discipline, Chap. 
XVIII, $5, and XIX.,$2 
nected with the General Synod, may, with perfect consistency, 
adopt this Platform. - | 

It is, moreover, exceedingly important, for the sake of uni- 


formity, that any Synod adopting this Platform, should receive 


it entire, without alteration. In regard to the Formula of Gov- 
ernment and Discipline, it need not be reprinted by the District 
Synods, as it is contained in the Hymn Book. Such alterations 
or additions as may be desired, might be made by each Synod in 
the. form of by-laws, and if deemed Neceseary, Irinion for its 


(2) 


Hence any District Synod, con- 
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WHEREAS 1t is the duty of the followers of Christ to profess 
his religion before the world (Matt. 10 : 32), not only by their 
holy walk and conversation, but also by © walking in the apostles* , 
doctrines” (1 Cor. 14 : 32), and bearing testimony * to the faith 
once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3), Christians have, from 
the earlier ages, avowed some brief summary 'of their doctrines 
or a Confessian of their faith. Such confessions, also called 
symbols, were the 80-called Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, &c., 
of the first four centuries after Christ. 

Thus also did the Lutheran Reformers of the 8ixteenth cen- 


- tury, when cited by the Emperor to appear before the Diet at 


Augsburg, present the Confession, bearing the name of that city, 
as an exposE of their principal doctrines; in- which they also 
professedly reject only the greater part of the errors that had 
crept-into the Romish Church. (See conclusion of the Abuses 
Corrected.) Subsequently, Luther and his coadjutors $till fur- 
ther changed their views on 8ome subjects in that Confession, 
Such as the Mass; and seven years later taught purer views in 
the Smalcald Fr ral 

Again, a quarter of a century after Luther's death, these and - 
other writings of Luther and Melanchthon, together with another 
work which neither of them ever 8aw, the Form of Concord, were 
made binding on ministers and churches, not. by the church her- 
zelf, acting of her own free choice, but by the civil authorities 
of certain kingdoms and principalities. The majority of Lutheran 
kingdoms, however, rejected one or more of them, and the Augs- 
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burg Confession alone has been acknowledged by. th entire 
' Lutheran Church (Hutterus Red. p. 116, $ 50). 


Whereas the entire Lutheran Church of Germany has tejected 
\ the 8ymbolical books as'a whole, and also abandoned some of the - 


doctrines of the Augsburg Confession, among others the far greater 
' part, of them the doctrine of the bodily presence of the Savior 
in the Eucharist, and our fathers in this country also more than 
half a century ago, ceased to require a pledge to any of these 
"books, whilst they till belieyed and in various ways avowed the 
great fundamental doctrines contained in them: : 
And whereas the General Synod of the American Lutheran 
Church, - about a quarter of a century ago, again introduced a 
qualified acknowledgement of the Augsburg Confession, in the 


Constitution of her Theological Seminary, and in her Constitution ' 
for District Synods, at the ordination and liceysure of ministers, 


without specifying the doctrines to be omitt- 1, except by the 
designation that they are not fundamental doctrines of Scripture ; 
_ and whereas a general desire has prevailed amongst our ministers 
and churches, to have this basis expressed in a more definite 
manner; and the General Synod has left this matter optional 
with each district Synod : 

Therefore we regarded it due to the cause of truth, as vÞll as 
to ourselves and to the public, to specify more minutely what 
tenets of the Augsburg Confession, and of the former symbolic 
system are rejected, some by all, others by the great mass of the 
ministers and churches of the General Synod, in this country. 

Accordingly, the following American Recension of the Augs: 


/- burg Confession, has been prepared, by consultation and co-opera- 
tion of a number of Eyangelical Lutheran ministers of Eastern 


and Western Synods belonging to the General Synod, . !!. 
Special request of Western brethren, whose churches particularly 


need it, being intermingled with German Ehurches, which avow 


the whole mass of the former symbols. v An this revision, not a 
single sentence has been added to the Augsburg Confession, 
whilst those seyeral aspects of doctrine have been omitted, which 
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have long since been regarded by the great mass of our churches 
as unscriptural, and as remnants of Romish error, 

The only errors contained in the Confession (which are all- 
omitted in this Recension) are — 

1 The Approval of the Ceremonies of the Mass. 

2. Private Confession and Absolution. 

3. Denial of the Divine obligation of the Christian Sabbath. 

4. Baptismal Regeneration. 

5H. The Real Presence of the Body a4 Blood of the Savior 
in the Eucharist. 

With these few exceptions, we retain the entire Augsbvrg 
Confession, with all the great doctrines of the Reformation. 

The other errors rejected in the second part of this doctrinal 
Platform, sueh as Exoreism, &c., are contained not in the Augs- 
burg Confession, but in the other former 8ymbolical books, and 
are here introduced as among the reasons for our rejection of all 


| the other books except the Augsburg Confession. 


At the s8ame time, whilst we will not admit into our Synod 
any one who believes in Erorcism, Private Confession and Abso- 
lution, or the Ceremonies of the Mass, we grant liberty in regard 
to the other omitted topics, and are willing, as heretofore, to 
admit ministers who receive them, provided they regard them as 
non-essential, and are willing to co-operate in peace and harmony 
with those who reject them, and to subscribe this Platform. 

I. Therefore, Resolved, 'That this Synod hereby avows its belief 


in the following doctrinal Platform, including the 80 called Apos- 
 tles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the American Recension of the 


Augsburg Confession, as a more definite expresfion of the doc- © 
trinal pledge prescribed by the General Synod's Constitution for 
Distriet Synods, and as a correct exhibition of the Scripture doc- 
trines discussed in it : and that we regard agreement ambng bre- 
thren on these 8ubjects as a 8ufficient basis for harmonious C0- 


operation in the same church. 


II. Resolv#d, That we receive the General Synod's "Phewnila 


_ of Government and Discipline, contained in her Hymn Book, as 


R, 


FF DEFINITE PLATFORM, | 
our directory ; pe that any additions or alterations we may deairs, 
we will embody in bye-laws; s0 that our beloved Church may 
: Possess and exhibit to the world entire harmony in the reception 
of one Doctrinal and Disciplinarian Platform. 

HI. Rexolved, That we will not receive into our Synod any ' 
minister who will not adopt this Platform, and faithfully labor to 
maintain its discipline in his charge. 


DEFINITE PLATFORM, DOCTRINAL AND DISCIPLINARY, 


Oy THE EVANGELICAL, LUTHERAN SYNOD OF ————, CON- 
NECTED WITH THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE ; EVANGELICAL 
"Tab _ CHURCH IN AMERICA. 


The Old and New Testament the only Infallible Rule of Faith 


_ and Practice. 


I. « Wx believe, teach, and confess, that the only rule and 
standard, according to which all doctrines and teachers alike 
ought to be tried and judged, are the prophetic and apostolic 
 Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments alone, as it is written, 
P8alm 119 : 105 : «© Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” - And St. Paul, Gal. 1:8, sys: * Though an 
angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” - 

2. « But all human writings and symbols, are not authorities _ 
like the holy Scriptures ; but they are only a testimony and ex- 
* Planation of our faith, showing the mainer in which at any time 
_ the holy Scriptures were understood and explained by those who 


then lived, in respect to articles that had been controverted in 


Gio church of God, and also the grounds on which doctrines that 


SEE 


DOCTRINAL AND DISCIPLINARIAN. 7 


were opposed to the holy Scriptures, had been rejected and con- 
demned.” — Form of Co ncord, pp. 991, 902. | 


Taz AposTLEs' CREED. "6 


\ TI believe in God the Father Almiglity, the Maker of heaven 
and earth : 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord ; who Was COn- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin aus. suffered 'under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. —The third day he 
rose from the dead, he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence he aw 
come to Judge the quick and the dead. 

I . believe in. the Holy Ghost, the holy universal church ; the 
communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 


THE NIiCENO0-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED. 


I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
| And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds ; God of God, Light of 
light, true God of the true God, begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made ; who 
- for us. men and for our salyation, came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the virgin Mary, and was © 
made man and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again with glory 
to judge both the quick and the dead ; whose kingdom shall have 
no end, 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, | 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
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and the Son delpiherr is worshipped and glorified, who spake by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy universal and apostolic 
_ church. -I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of ins ; 
and TI look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. 


AMERICAN RECENSION OF THE AUGSBURG 
CONFESSION. 


"ARTICLE I -Op Gop. 


Our churches with one accord teach, that the decree of the 
Council of Nice, concerning the unity of the Divine essence, and 
concerning the three persons, is true, and ought to be confidently 
- believed, viz. : that there is one divine essence, which is called 
and is God, eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, infinite in power, Wis- 
dom and goodness, the Creator and Preserver of all things visible 
and invisible ; and yet, that there are three persons, who are of 
the same essence and power, and are. co-eternal, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. And the term person they use in the 


' game 8ense in which it is employed by ecclesiastical writers on 


this 8ubject : to signify, not a part or quality of something else, 
but that which exists of itself. 


ARTICLE II.—Or- NATURAL DEPRAVITY. 


Our churches likewise teach, that 8ince the fall of Adam, all 
men who are naturally engendered, are born with sin, that is, 
without the fear of God or confidence towards Him, and with sin- 
ful propensities : and that this disease, or natural depravity, is 
_ really sin, and till causes eternal death to those who are not born 
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-again. And they reject the opinion of those, who, in order that 
they may detract from the glory of the merits and benefits of 
Christ, allege that man may be mae before God by the pow- 
ers of his own reas0n. | 


ARTICLE II. —Ox THE IF oF God AnD His- MEDIATORIAL 
WoRK. 


They likewise teach, that the Word, that is, the Son of God, 
as8umed human nature, in the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary, 
8 that the two natures, human gnd divine, inseparably united in 
one person, constitute one Christ, who is true God and man, born of 
the Virgin Mary ; who truly suffered, was crucified, died, and wag 
buried, that he might reconcile the Father to. us, and be a 8acri- | 
| fice not only for original sin, but also for all the. actual -sing of- 
- Ha men. Likewise that he descended into hell, (the place of departed 
 _ 8pirits) and truly arose on the third day ; then ascended to hea- 

ven, that he might it at the right hand of the Father, might per- 
petually reign over all creatures, and wight sanctify those who 
believe in him, by sending into their hearts the Holy Spirit, who 
governs, consoles, quickens,: and defends them against the devil 
and the power of sin. The same Christ will return again openly, 
| that be may judge. the living and the dead, &c. I. to the 
Apostolic Creed. 


R | __ ArRTiIclk IV.—OpF JUsTIFICATION. 


a They in like manner teach, that men cannot be Justified before 
_ God by their own strength, merits, or works ; but that they are 
q _ Justified gratuitously for Christ's sake, through faith ; when they 
believe, that they are received into favor, and that tdely 8ins are 
' remitted on account of Christ, who made satisfaction for our trans- 
gressions by his death. This faith God imputes to us as righte- 
ousness. - Rom. 8 : 4. | 
1* 
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ARTICLE V.—Or THE MINISTERIAL OFFICE. 


In, order that we may obtain this faith, the ministerial office 
has been instituted, whose members are to teach the gospel, and 
administer the sacraments. For through the instrumentality of 
the word and sacraments, as means of grace, the Holy Spirit is 
given, who, in his own time and place, (or more literally, when 
and where it pleases God) produces faith in those who. hear the 
gospel message, namely, that God, for Christ's sake, and not on 
account of any merit in us, justifies thoze who believe that on 
account of Ohrist they are received into (the divine) favor. 


a 


ARTICLE VI.—CoNncCERNING NEW OBEDIENCE (OR A Curis- 
TIAN LIFE). 


They likewise teach, that this faith must bring forth good fruits; 
and that it is our duty to perform those good works which God 

has commanded, because he has enjoined them, _— In the ex- 
pectation of thereby meriting Justification befof& bim. For, re- 
mission of sins and justification are secured by faith ; as the decla- 
ration of Christ himself implies: * When ye £hall bave done all 
those things, say, we are unprofitable servants.” |, 

"The same thing is taught by the ancient ecclesiastical writers : 
for Ambrose says, © this has been ordained by God, that he who 
believes in Christ is saved without works, receiving remission of - 
8ins gratuitously through faith alone.” 


ArTIcLE VII.—Or THE CnuRcn. 


They likewise- teach, that there will always be one holy church. 
The church is the congregation of the saints, in which the gospel 
1s correctly taught, and the sacraments are properly administered. 
And for the true unity of the church nothing more is required, 
_ than agreement concerning the doctrines of the gospel, and the 
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administration of the sacraments. Nor is it necessary, that the 
same human traditions, that is, rites and ceremonies instituted by 
men, shoald be everywhere observed. As Paul 8ays: *One faith, | 
one baptism, one God and Father of all,” CC. 


en : 
ARTICLE VIEIl—WrHaT THE CHURCH 1s. 


| Although the church is properly a congregation of saints and 
true believers; yet in the present life, many hypocrites and wicked 
men are mingled with them. | 


ARTICLE LX.—CoNCERNING BAPTISM. 


Concerning baptism, our churches teach, that it is © a necessary 
ordinance,”'* that is a means of grace, and ought to be adminis- - 
tered also to children, who are thereby dedicated to God, and re- 
ceived into his favor, 


o 


ARTICLE X.—OF THE Lord's SUPPER. 


In regard to the Lord's Supper they teach that Christ is present 
with the communicants in the Lord's Supper, «under the emblems 
of bread and wine.” 


ARTICLE XI.—Op CONFESSION. 


[As Private Confession and Absolution, which are inculcated in 
this Article, though in a modified form, have been uniyersally re- 
jected by the American Lutheran Church, the omission of this 
Article is demanded by the principle on which the American Re- 
cension of. the Augsburg Confession is constructed ; namely, to 
omit the severa] portions, which are rejected by the great mass of 
our churches in this country, and to add nothing in their stead.] 


* German reading, _ f German reading. 
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ARTICLE XIL.—OF. REPENTANCE (AFTER an ma 


Concerning repentance they teach, that those who have relapsed 
into 8in after baptism, may at any time obtain pardon, when they 
repent. But repentance properly consists of two parts. The one 
is contrition, or being struck with terrors of conscience, on account 
of acknowledged sin. The other 1s faith, which is produced by 


the gospel; which believes that pardon for sin is bestowed for 


Christ's sake ; which tranquilizes the conscience, and liberates it 
from fear. Such repentance must be succeeded by good works as 
its fruits. 


ArTIceE XIIL.—Or THE USE OF THE SACRAMENTS. 


Concerning the use of the sacraments our churches teach, that 
they were instituted not only as marks of a Christian profession 
amongst men; but rather as signs and evidences of the divine dis- 


" position towards us, tendered for the purpose of exciting and con- 


firming the faith of those who use them. Hence the 8acraments 
ought to be received with faith in the pavmons \ 9s are exhibited 
and proposed by them. 

They therefore condemn the opinion of those who maintain, that 
the sacraments produce justification in their recipients as a matter 
of course,* and who do not teach that faith is Neces8ary, in the 
reception of the sacraments, to the remiss1on of sins. 


ArTicLeE XIV.—Or Cnurcy ORDERS, (0R THE MINISTRY.) 


Concerning church orders they teach, that no person ought 
publicly to teach © or preach,”'f in the church, or to administer 
the _acraments, without a regnlar call. 


th. — 
ng 


* Ex opere operato, from the mere outward performance of the act. 
7 German reading. 
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ARTICLE XV.—OF REL1610Us CEREMONIES. 


Concerning ecclesiastical ceremonies they teach, that those cere- 
monies ought to be observed, which can be attended to without 
sIn, and which promote peace and good order in the church, 8uch 
as certain holy-days, festivals, &. Concerning. matters of this 
kind, however, men are cautioned, lest their consciences be bur- 
dened, as" though 8uch observances were necessary to salvation. 
They are also admonished. that human traditionary observances, 
insfituted with a yiew to appease God, and to merit his favor, and .: 
make satisfaction for sins, are contrary to the gospel and the doe. 
trine of faith «in Christ.”* - Wherefore vows' and traditionary 
observances concerning meats, days, &c., instituted to merit grace 
and make atisfaction for sins, are useless, and contrary to the 


goopel. 
ARTICLE XVI—Op POLITICAL AFFAIRS. 


In regard to political affairs our churches teach that legitimate 
political enactments are good works of God ; that it is lawful for 
Christians to hold civil offices, to pronounce judgment, and decide 
eases according to existing laws; to inflict just punisghment, wage 
just wars, and serve in them; to make lawful contracts; hold 
property; to make oath when: required by the magistrate, to 
marry, and to be married. | 

Hence Christians ought necessarily to yield obedience to their 


evil officers and Jaws; unless they should command 8omething 


sinful; in which case it is a duty to obey God rather than man. 
Acts v1 29... 


ARTICLE XVII-0r Cunrsr' 8 RETURN To J UDGMENT. 


' Our churches NE teach, that at the end of tha world; Christ 


will appear for judgment ; that he will raise all the dead; that he 


* German reading. 
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will bestow npon the pious and elect eternal life and endow 3 Joys, 
but will condemn wicked men and devils to be punished without 
end. | | | | 


AnTIcLE XVIII. — Or Farr WILL. 


Concerning free will our churches teach, that the human will 
- pox8es8es 8ome liberty for the performance of civil duties, and for 
the choice of those things lying within the control of reason. 
But it does not possess the power, without (the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, of being just before (0d, or yielding spiritual obedi- 
ence : for the natural man receiveth not the things which are of 
the Spirit of God : but this is accomplished in the heart, when 
the Holy Spirit is received through the word. | 

The same is: declared by Agiine in 80 many words: © We 
confess that all men have a free wall, which Possesses the judg- 
ment of reason, by which they cannot indeed, without the divine 
aid, either begin or certainly accomplish what is becoming in 
- things relating to God; but only in © outward” * works of the pre- 
Sent life, as well good as eff? In good works, I say, which arise 
from our natural goodness, such as to choose to labor in the field, 
to eat and drink, to choose to have a friend, to have clothing, to 
build a house, to take a wife, to feed cattle, to learn various and 
useful arts, or to do any good thing relative to this life ; all which 
_ things, however, do not exist without the divine government ; 
yea, they exist and begin to be from Him and through Him. 
And in evil works (men have a free will), such as to choose to 
worship an idol, to will to commit murder, &c.” | 
«Tt is not possible by the mere powers of nature, without the aid 
of 'the Holy Spirit, to love God above all things, and to do his 
commands according to their. intrinsie design. For, although 
nature may be able, after a certain manner, to perform external 
actions, such as to abstain from theft, from murder, &e., yet it 
cannot perform the inner motions, such as the fear of God, faith 
in God, chastity, patience, &c. 


* German copy. 
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AnTICLE XIX, — Op TuE AUTHOR OP SIN. 


On this 8ubject they teach, that although God is the Creator 
and Preserver of nature, the cause of sin must be zought in the 
depraved will of the devil and of wicked men, which, when desti- 
tute of divine. aid, turns itself away from God : agreeably to the 
declaration of Christ, {When he speaketh a _ he zpeaketh of 
his own.'—JoHN vu. 44. 


ARTICLE XX. — Or Good Works. 


Our writers are falsely accused of prohibiting good works, 
| Their publications on the ten commandments, and other similar 
| 8ubjects, show, that they gave good instructions concerning all 
| ' the different 8tations and duties of life, and explained what course 
| of conduct, in any particulay calling, is pleasing to God. Con-. 
 cerning these things, preachers formerly said very little, but urged 
the necessity of puerile and useless works, such as certain holy- 
days, fasts, brotherhoods, pilgrimages, worship of saints, rogaries, 
monastic vows, &. These useless things, our advyersaries, having 
been admonished, now unlearn, and no longer teach as formerly. 
Moreover, they now begin to make mention of faith, about which  ? 
they formerly observed a marvellous silence. They now teach, 
that we are not justified by works alone, but join faith to works, 
and maintain that we are justified by faith and works. This doe: 
trine is more tolerable than their former belief, and is calculated 
to impart more consolation to the mind. Inasmuch, then, as the 
doctrine concerning faith, which should be regarded as a principal 
_ one by the church, had 80 long been unknown ; for all must con- 
fess, that concerning the righteousness of faith, th most profound 
81lence reigned in their sermons, and the dootrins concerning 
works alone was discussed in the churches our divines have 
admonished the churches as follows : — 


, 


% 
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First, that our works cannot reconcile God, merit the remission 


'of 8ins, and grace, and Justification : but this we can attain only 
by faith, when we believe that we are received into favor, for 
Christ's sake, who alone is appointed our mediator and propitiatory 
gacrifice, by whom the Father can be. reconciled. He, therefore, 
who expects to merit grace by his works, casts contompt on the 


merits and grace,of Christ, and is seeking the way to God, in his 


own strength, without the Savior ; who nevertheless has told us, 


(I am the way, the truth, and the life.” This doctrine concerning 


faith, is incessantly inculcated by the apostle Paul (Ephes. 1i.), 
© Ye are saved by grace, through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God,” not of works, &c. And lest any one 8hould 
cavil at our interpretation, and charge it with novelty, we tate 
that this whole matter is supported by the testimony of the fathers. 
For Augustin devotes many volumes to the defence of grace, and 
the righteousness of faith, in opposition to the merit of good 
works. And -Ambrosius, on the calling of the Gentiles, &e., 


inculcates the same doctrine. For thus he says, concerning the - 


calling of the Gentiles : © Redemption by the blood of Christ is 


'of little value, nor is the honor of human works 8ubordinated to 


the merey of God, if justification, which is of grace, is 8upposed 
to be merited by previous works, 80 as to be not the gift of him 
_ that bestows it, but the reward of him that earned it. But 
although this doctrine is despised by the inexperienced, the con- 
sciences of the pious and timid find it a source of much eonsola- 
tion, for they cannot attain peace 'of conseience 1n any works, 
but in faith alone, when they entertain the eonfident belief that, 
for Christ's 8ake, God is reconciled to them. Thus Paul teaches 


us (Rom. v.), © Being justified by faith, wo haye peace with God.” . 


This whole doctrine must be referred. to the conflict in the con- 
 8cience of the alarmed sinner, nor can it be otherwise understood. 
Hence the inexperienced and worldly-minded are much mistaken, 
who vainly imagine that the righteousness of the Obristian is 
nothing else than what in common life and in the language of 
philosophy 1 is tertaed OOTY... 
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Formerly the consciences of men were harassed by the doctrine 
of works, nor did they hear any consolation from the gospel. 
Some conscience drove into deserts, and into monasteries, hoping- 
there to merit the divine fayor by a monastie life. Others invented 


different Finds of works, to merit grace, and make satisfaction for 


their sing. There was therefore the utmost necessity, that this 
doctrine concerning faith in Christ should be inculcated anew ; 1n 
order that timid minds might find consolation, and know that 
justification and the remission of sins are obtained by faith in the 
Savior. The people are also now instrueted, that faith does not 
zignify a mere historical belief, 8uch as wicked men and devils 
have; but that in addition to a historical belief, it includes an 
acquaintance with the - consequences of the history, 8uch as 


remission of sins, by grace through Christ, righteousness, &e., &. 


Now he who knows that the Father is reconciled to him through 
Christ, possesses a true acquaintance with God, confides in his 
providence, and calls upon his name : and is therefore not without 
God as are the Gentiles. For the devil and wicked men cannot 
believe the article concerning the remission of sins. But they 
hate God as an enemy, do not call upon his name, nor expect 
any thing good at his hands. Augustin, in speaking of the word 
faith, admonishes the reader that in Scripture this word does not 


sIgnify mere knowledge, 8uch as wicked men possess, but that 


confidence or trust, by which alarmed sinners are comforted and 
lifted up. We moreoyer teach, that the performance of good 
works 1s necessary, because it is commanded of God, and not 


because we expect to merit grace by them. Pardon of 8ins and 


grace are obtained only by faith. And because the Holy Spirit 
is received by faith, the heart of man is renovated, and new 
affections produced, that he may be able to perform good works. 
Accordingly Ambrosjus states, faith is the source of holy volitions | 


-and an upright life. For the faculties of man, unaided by the 
Holy Spirit, are replete with sinful propensities, and too feeble to 


perform works that are good in the 8ight of God. They are 
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moreover under the influence of Satan, who urges men to yariousg 
8ins, and impions opinions, and open crimes; as may be Seen in 
the examples of the philosophers who, though they endeavored to 
lead moral lives, failed to accomplish their designs, and were 
guilty of many notorious crimes. Such is the imbecility of man, 
when he undertakes to govern himself by his own strength without 
faith'and the Holy Spirit. 

From all this it is. manifest, that our pts head of being 
charged with prohibiting good works, ought much rather to be 
applauded, for teaching the manner in which truly good works can 
be performed. For without faith, human nature is incapable of 
performing the duties either of the first or second table. Without 
it, man does not-call upon God, nor expect any thing from him, nor 
| bear the eross: but seeks refuge amongst men, and reposes on 
human aid. Hence when faith and confidence- in God are want- 
ing, all evil desires and human schemes reign in the heart ; where- 
fore Christ also says, © without me ye can do nothing” (John xv.); 


and the church responds, Without thy favor there is nothing good 
in man. 


ARTICLE XXI.—OFr THE INVOCATION OF SAINTS. 


Concerning the invocation of saints our churches teach, that 
the saints ought to be held in remembrance, in order that we may, 
each in his own calling, imitate their faith and good works; that 
the .emperox may imitate the example of David, in carrying on 
war to expel the Turks from our country ; for both are kings. 
. But the sacred volume does not teach us to invoke saints or to 
geek aid from them. Por it proposes Christ to us as our only 
- mediator, propitiation, high priest, and intercessor. On his name 
' ve are to call, and he promises, that Sg,arid hear our prayers, and 
highly approves of this worship, viz. : that he should be called 


upon in every affliction (1 John ii.) : If any one 8In, we baye an 
adyocate with the Father ' &c | 
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This: is about the 8ubstance of onr doctrines, from which it is 
evident that they contain nothing inconsistent with the Seriptures. 
Under these circumstances, those certainly judge harshly, who 
would have us regarded as heretics. But the difference of opinion 
between us (and the Romanists) relates to. certain abuses, which 


" have crept into the (Romish) churches without any good autho-; 


rity; in regard to which, if we do differ, the bishops ought to 


| treat us with lenity and tolerate us, on account of the confession 


which we hbaye just made. 
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© LIST OF: SYMBOLIC ERRORS REJECTED. 


Tax extraordinary length of the other former symbolic books 
as a whole, 1s sufficient reason for their rejection as a prescribed 
creed, even if all their contents were believed to be true; because 
neither the Scriptures nor the practice - of the early centuries 
affords any warrant for an uninspired arid therefore fallible creed 
nearly as large as-the entire Old and New Testament together 
The exaction of. snch an extended creed, 1s subversive of all indi 
_-Yidual liberty of thought and freedom of Seriptural investigation. 

On this subject the Lutheran church in-this country, connected 
with the General Synod, stands firmly based .on the principle 
proclaimed by the immortal Luther, in -his Smalcald Articles 
which, though employed to bind the consciences of men after hig 
decease, was never written for that purpose, nor, as long as he 
lived, perverted to it. © We ought. (says he) not to form articles 
of faith out of the words or works of the Fathers ; otherwise their 
_ diet, their kinds of dress, therr houses, &c., would have to be mad: 
articles of faith, as men have 8ported with the relics of s8aints. 
But we have another rule, namely, that the WoRD OF GoD forms 
. articles of faith, and no one else, NOT EVEN AN ANGEL.” 

The following extracts from the former s8ymbolical books we re- 


_ _ Jeet, not because they do not contain gome -sentences of truth ; 


' but because the particular doctrine taught in each, is regarded ag 
erroneons by the great mass of the churches in connexion with the 
General Synod. | £23 | 

The extracts themselves are generally taken from the revised 
odition of the Symbolical books published in- Newmarket, Va., 
_ Ti 0) 
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1854, which we found it necessary in a few cages to correct. by. its 
original, the German. Only the extracts from the Abuses Cor- 
rected were taken from Schmucker's Lutheran Manual. In these 
extracts, we have, in cach case, given only as much. as was ons 
to present the doctrine in question. 


© LIST OF SYMBOLIC ERRORS REJECTED : 


Or, Extracts from the former Symbolical Books of the Lutheran 
Church in Europe, which are rejected by the great body of the 
American Lutheran Church. 


'TOPIC I.—CEREMONIES OF THE MASS. 


THE error taught on this subject in the Augsburg Confession 
and Apology to it, was rejected by the Reformers themselves a 
few years after the Confession was first published. Accordingly 
the Lutheran Church, both in Europe and America, has unani- 
mously repudiated alike the Mass and its Ceremonies, as a Romish 
guperstition, though inculcated with various qualifications, in the 
following passages. These passages therefore afford reason enough 
why we cannot receive the Augsburg Confession without qualifica- 
tion. When all agree in denying the error taught in them, how _ 
can any one consiatently profess to receive the passages which teack 
it! We therefore reject the following :S 

Augsburg Confesstion, Art. 24, or Topic 9 of the Abuses Cor- 
rected : 


CerREMONIES OF THE Maxs. 


© Tt is unjustly charged against our churches, that they have 
abolished the Mass. For 1t is notorious that the Mass is cele- 
brated among us with greater devotion and seriousness than by 
our opponents. Our people are als instructed repeatedly, and 
with the utmost diligence, concerning the design and proper mode 


a 
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BE nion and the mass. We at the same time give instruction against 
\other erroneous doctrines concerning the sacrament. In the pub- 


_ of this article can be yielded -or neiaded for the first article 
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of receiving the holy 8acrament ; namely to comfort alarmed. con- 
8ciences ; by which means the people are attracted” to the commu- 


lie ceremonies of the mass, also, no ; other perceptible change has 
been, made than that at several places German hymns are s8ung 
along with the Latin, in order to instruct and exexcise 'the people ; 

8ince al] ceremonies are chiefly designed to teach the people what 
it is necessary for them to know concerning Christ.” — Translated 


wn Lutheran, Manual by Dr. Schmucker, pp. 287, 288. 


Apoliny to the Augsburg Confession, Art. XII. 


&« In the first Place, we must mention, by way of introduction, 
that we do not abolish the mass; for mass is held in our churches 
on every Sunday and festival, when the Sacrament is administered 
to those who desire \t, but only after they bave been examined 
and absolved. AS Christian ceremonies are likewise ob- 
8erved, in reading, Singing, praying,” &c.—P. 310 Newmarket 2d 
edition of the Symbolircal Books. "A 

« We have shown in our Confession, that we hold that the 
Kucharist or the mass does not confer grace, ex opere operato, and 
that mass, performed for others, does not merit for them the re- 
mission of sins, of punishment, and guilt. And for this position, 


_ we have the strong and |indubitable grounds, that it is impossible 
. for us to obtain the forgiveness of sin through our works, ex Opere 


operato,—that 1 18, through the performed work in itsclf, 8!ne bono ” 
motu utentis, without regard to the disposition of the mind, or 


though there be no good, emotion in the heart.” '—{dem, p. 312. 


| 

In refutation of the tolerant views of _thes Mass above expressed, *® 
we add the following extract from the Smalcald Articles, written Ws 
8even years later : t 

«That the Mass in the Papal Church, must be the greatest and 
most terriMe abomination, sInce it 18 directly and strongly opposed 
to this chief article (of justification through faith in Christ) ; 
and yet, of all papal idolatries, it was the most embellisghed and 


| applauded. © For it was maintained that 8uch offering, or work of 


the Mass, even when performed \by the most arial knave, libe- 
rates man from sins, both in this life and in purgatory—a thing 


which the Lamb of God alone can ao, as already 81d. No part 
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will not allow it. But if there be a rational Papist anywhere, we 
might speak to him in the following friendly manner :—Frs, 
Ww by do you 8till adhere 80 etrenucusly to the Mags, since it is a 
mere human device, not commanded of God? And we may 
8safely abandon all human device, as Christ (Matt. 15 : 9) says: 
© In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men.” ””—1b1d, p. 367. 

 Fourthly, © Tnasmuch as incalculable-and inexpressible abuses, 
resulting from the mercenary purposes to which the Mass has been 
| devoted, haye obtained in all the world, it should be discontinued 
for the purpose of restricting these. abuses alone, even if the Mass 
itself had something useful and good in it. How much rather, 
then, should we uffer it to cease, in order to prevent such abuses 
perpatually, 8Ince 1t 1s entirely atinecemary; useless, and danger- 
ous, and since we can have every thing necessary and useful, with 
certainty, without the Mass. i/thly, As the Mass neither 1s, 
nor can be, anything else—as 'the canons and all the books de- 
_ elare—but a work of man' (even of artful knayes), by which each 
one wishes to reconcile himself and others to God, and to merit 
and obtain grace and remission of sins; for s0, even at best, it is 
regarded —and how 'could.it be otherwise ? Conrequently, we 
$hould and must condemn and reject it. For this is directly in 
opposition to the chief article, which declares” that neither a 
wicked nor a=pious performer of Mass, but the Lamb of God and 
. the Son of God bears our ins.” —P. 368. 


* TOPIC IL. —EXORCISM. 


This superstitious practice, which consists in a prescribed for- 
mula of adjuration, accompanied by various menacing demonstra- 
tions, by the use of which the priest professes to expel the evil 
Spirits from an individual, of whom they. are supposed to have 
taken possess1on, was practiced in the Romish church, principally 
before the baptism of infants. This rite was retiined with an 
altered interpretation, in various parts of the Lutheran Church 
in Europe for several centuries. In the American Lutheran ' 
Church it was never received, and is regarded as unscriptural, and 
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bighly objoetionabie, under the most favorable explanation that 
can be given of it. 

It is taught in Luther's Diroetory for Baptism (Tauf biichlein), 
annexed to the,Smaller Catechism in 1529, and found in the older 
editions of the Sy mbolical Books, indodiog the very first in 1580, 
as well as that recently published by Ludwig of New York, and 
many. others of modern date. For particulars, see Schmucker's 
History of the American Lutheran Church, p. 237-8, oth ed. 
We therefore reject the following passages — 


| Or TEOGTE: 
The officiating minister shall say : 
© Come out thou unclean 8pirit! And give place to the Holy 

Spirit.” 

' Then he is to make a cross on the forehead and breast of the 
gubject, and ay : 

&« Receive the 8tgn of the Holy Cross, on both your Soren and 
breast.”" | 

Then, after prayer, he shall say : 

« I adjure thee, thou unclean s8pirit, by (bel) the name of the 
Father (making a cross), and of the Son (another cross), and of 
the Holy Ghost (another cross), that thou come out and depart 
Jrom the 8ervant of Jesus Christ.” _ 

See Muller's «EN Biicher, pp. mend 837. 


Ww 


TOPIC IIL. — PRIVATE CONFESSION AND ABSOLU- 
TION. | | 


The necessity of enumerating all our particular sins to the priest 
at confess1on, termed Aunt Confession, Luther and his adhe- 
rents rejected ; but Private Con fession, at which the individual 
. confessed his sinfulness and penitence in general, together with 
abs0lution, was long retained in the Eutheran Church of Germany, 
although rejected from the beginning in Sweden and Denmark, 
' where nothing more than a public confession of the congregation 
together, before communion, was retained. | 

_« Absolution was received privately, by cach one, individually, 
kneeling before the confessional, the confessor imposing his hands 
at the time. Private confession was given only in the church, in 
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which the confessional was 80 located near the pulpit, that no 
other person could be near or hear what was 8aid by the penitent.” 
(Punks Kirchenordnungen, &e., pp. 189-190.) 

As the Sacred Volume contains not a single command, that lay- 
men should confess their sins to ministers, and any more than 
ministers to laymen ; -and as not a single such example of confes- 
810n and absolution is contained in the Word of God, our Ameri- 
can. Church has universally repudiated the practice. By the old 
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, consisting entirely of Europeans, this 
rite is till observed. 

We therefore reject the following passages : 


ny Or PRIVATE CONFESSION. 
=p - Ausgburg Confession, Art. XI. 


{© Tn reference to confession it is taught, that private absolution 
ought to be retained in the church, and sbould not be discontinued ; 
in confess10n, however, it is unnecessary to enumerate all trans- 
gressions and ins, which indeed is not poss1ble. Pxalm 19, 12 : 
«* Who can understand his errors ?” 


Augsburg Confesston, Art. XXV. 


« Confession 1s not abolished by our ministers. For the eustom 

is retained among us, not to administer the Sacrament unto those 
who have not been previously examined and absolved. The people, 
moreover, are diligently instructed with regard to the comfort 
afforded by the words of absolytion, and the high and great esti- 
mation in which it is to be held ; for it is not the voice or word 

_ of the individual present, but it is the word of (0d, who here for- 
gives.sins ; for it is spoken in God's stead, and by his command, 
Concerving this command and power of the keys, it is taught with _ 
the greatest assiduity how comfortable, how useful they are to 
alarmed consciences, and besides how God requires confidence in 
this absolution, no less than if the voice of God was heard from - 
heaven ; and by this we comfort ourselyes, and know that through | 
zuch faith we obtain the remission of sins.” 


Augedurg Cor /es8ion, Art. XXVIII. 


« Accordingly they teack, that the power of the keys or of the 
bishops, according to the Gospel, is a power and commission from 
” 


Fo and 
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God to pregch the Goopel. to remit and to retain 8ins.”—P. 134, 
New Market, 2d ed. | Fa 


How dangerous the entire doctrine of absolution and sinforgiv- 
ing power of the ministry 1s, to the spirituality of the church, and 
to the -doctrine of justification by grace alone through faith in 
Jesus Christ, is clearly evident. 

The Seriptures, and also the Reformers, teach that KA Oi or 
justification can be obtained only through the merits of Christ, 
which merits must be apprehended by a living faith, which hving 
faith can be found only in the regenerate or ' converted 80ul, 

_ Henee, as none but a regenerate sinner can exercise living faith, no 
other can be pardoned, whatever else he may do or possess. N OW 
those who attend confession are either regenerate, or they are not. 
If they were regenerated or converted before they went to con- 

- fession, they had faith, and were pardoned before ; if they were 

 unregenerate or unconyerted, then neither. their confession, nor | 

_ the priest's absolution, can confer pardon on them, because they E 
Have not a living faith, although they may be sincers and exercizs 

- 8ome gorrow for their sins. On the other hand, if any amount of 2. 
geriousness and penitence, short of true conversion or regeneration, 
could, through the confessional, or any other rite, confer pardon 
of 8in ; the line of distinction between converted and unconverted, 
belies mere formalists and true Christians would be obliterated ; 
we 8hould have pardoned saints and pardoned sinners in the 
church, conyerted and unconverted heirs of the promise, believing 
and unbelieving subjects of justification, and the words of the Lord 
' Jesus would prove a lie, © That unless a man be born again, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven !” 

4, OW As to the passage, Matth. 18 : 18, © Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth, shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoevyer ye sball loose on 
earth, shall be loosed in heaven ; ;/7 it evidently refers to acts of 
church discipline, such as © telling it to the church,” &c., which 
are expressly mentioned in the previous part of the paszage.  - +» 
And that in John 20 : 23, © Whosesoever sins ye remit they are | 
remitted unto them, and whomever 8ins ye retain, they are re- | 
tained,” was uttered on a different occasion, after the Savior's 

_ regurrection ; and either refers to a miraculous power bestowed on 
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the apostles to discern the condition of the heart, and to announce 
pardon, of God to truly penitent indiv iduals ; or it confers on the 
ministry, in all ages, the power to announce #n general, the con- 
ditions on which God will pardon sinners; but it contains no 
.. authority for applying. these promises to individuals, as is done in 
private absolution, | 


TOPIC IV.-THE DENTAL OF THE DIVINE INSTITU- 
TION AND OBLIGATION OF THE CHRISTIAN SAB- 
BATH. 


Our American churches believe in the divine institution and 
obligation of the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's day, convinced that 
the Old Testament Sabbath was not a mere Jewish institution 
but that it was appointed by God at the close of the creative 
week, when, he rested on the seventh day, and blessed it, and 8anc- 
tified it, (Geng 2:2,83), that is, set it apart for holy purposes, for 
reasons of unjvyersal and perpetual nature, Exod. 20: 11. Even 
in the re-enactment of it in the Moxaie code, its original appoint- 
ment is acknowledged, © Remember the Sabbath day—because in 
8x days God made heaven and earth—and rested on' the 8eventh ; 
wherefore he (then, in the beginning,) blessed the Sabbath day, 
and hallowed it.” Now this reason has no more reference to the 
Jews than to any other nation, and if it was sufficient to make the 
observance of the Sabbath obligatory on them, it must be equally _ 
80 for all other nations before and after them. 

Since therefore the observance and sanctification of a portion of 
his time, is based on universal reasons in the nature of man, espe- 
clally as a religious being, and the proportion of time was fixed at 
a seventh, by the exaniple and precepts of the Creator in the be- 
ginving; the Sabbath must be universally obligatory, and the 
abrogation of the Mosaic ritual, can at most only repeal those cere- 
monial additions which that ritas] made, and must leave the. origt- 
, hal Sabbath as it found' it. Now whilst the apostles, and first 
Christians under the inspired guidance, for a season also attended 
_ worsbip. on the Jewish Sabbath, yet they observed the day of the 
Lord's resurrection, the first day of the week, as their day of 8pe- 
cial religious conyocations ; and this inspired example is oblign- 
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tory on Christians in all ages. Still the essence of the institution 
consists; not in the particular day of the week, though that is now 
fixed, but in the religious observance of one day in 8even. 

We therefore reject the doctrine taught in the former Symboli- 


'eal books, in which the Sabbath is treated as a mere Jewish 


institution, and supposed to be totally revoked ; whilst the pro- - 
priety of retaining it as.a day of religious worship, is 8upposed to- 
rest only on the agreement of the churches for the convenience 
of general convocation. Hence we reject the following passages : 


Augsburg Confession, Art. XXVIIE 


©« And what are we to believe concerning Sunday (the Lord's 
day), and other similar ordinances and ceremonies of the church ? 
To this inquiry we reply, the. bishops and clergy may make regu- 
lations, that order may be observed in the church, not with the 
view of thereby obtaining the grace of God, nor in order thus to 
make satisfaction for sins, nor to bind the consciences, to hold and 
regard this as a necessary worship of God, or to believe that they 
would commit sin if they violated these regulations without 
offence to others. Thus St. Paul to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 11 +5), 


' has ordained that women shall have their heads covercd in the 


congregation ; also, that the ministers should not all speak at the 
8ame time in the congregation, but in an orderly manner, one 
after another. ; : 

« It is becoming in. a Christian congregation to observe s8uch 
order, for the sake of love and peace, and to obey the bishops and 


clergy in these cases, and to observe these regulations 80 far as not 


to give offence to one another, s0 that there may be no disorder or 
unbecoming conduct in the church. Nevertheless, the consciences 
of men must not be oppressed, by representing these things as 


DECeSaATY to salvation, or teaching that they are 'guilty of 8in, if 
t 


1ey break these regulations without offence to others ; for no one 
affirms that a woman commits sin who goes out with her head un- 
covered, without giving offence to the people. Such also is the 
ordinance concerning Sunday, Kaster, W hitsunday, and similar 
festivals and custoins. For those who suppose that the ordinance 


_ concerning Sunday instead of Sabbath, 1s enacted as necessary, 


are greatly mistaken. For the Holy Scripture, has abolished the 
Sabbath, aud teaches that all the ceremonies of the old Jaw may 
be omitted, since the publication of the gospel. And yet, as it 
was necessary to appoint a certain Cay, 1n order that the people 
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might know when they should as8emble, the Christian church has 


appointed Sunday (the Lord's day) for this purpose; and to this 
change she was the more inclined and willing, that the people 
might have an example of Christian liberty, and might know that 
the observance of neither the Sabbath nor any other day is neces- 
8ary. There have been numerous erroneous disputations published, 
concerning the change of the law, the ceremonies of the New 
Testament, and the change of the Sabbath, which have all sprung 
from the false and erroneous opinion, that Christians must have 
8uch a mode of divine worship as is conformed to the Levitical or 
Jewish service, and that Christ enjoined it on the apostles and - 
bishops, to invent new ceremonies, which should be necessary-to 


8alvation.”” — See the Lutheran Manual of Dr. Schmucker, pp. 
806, 307. | | 


TOPIC V. — BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 


By this designation is meant the doctrine that baptism is neces- 
garily and invariably attended by spiritual regeneration ; and that 
zuch water baptism is unconditionally esential to salvation. - 

In the case of all adults, the Scriptures represent faith in Christ 
as the necessary prerequisite to baptism, and baptism as a rite by 
which those who had already consecrated themselyes to Christ, or 
been converted, made a public profession of the fact, received a 
pledge of the divine favor, or of forgivencss of sins, and were -ad- 
mitted to membership in the visible church. The 8ame inspired 
records also teach, that if men are destitute of this faith, if they 
believe not, they shall be damned, notwithstanding their baptism. 
« He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that 
believeth not, shall be damned,” Matt. 16 : 16. And Philip said 
to the eunuch, © If thou believest with all thy heart thou mayest 
be baptised,” Acts 8:37. «PRepent and be baptised,”” Acts 2:38; 
8:62; 18:8. Hence if baptism required previous faith and re- 
pentance or conyersion in adults, and if, when they were destitute 
of this faith or conversion, they were damned notwithstanding 
their baptism ; it follows that baptizm was not, and is not, a con- 
verting ordinance in adults, and does not necessarily effect or 
8ecure their regeneration. 6 

Now that baptism cannot accomplish more in infants than in 

3 * | + 
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adults, is 8elf- evident; hence if. it is not a TI ordinance 1 in- 
adults, it cannot be 1 in infants. 
The -effects of baptism on infants, are nowhere specified in 
Scripture ; hence we must suppose them to be the same as in adults, 
x0 far as children are naturally capable of them. Of regeneration, 
in the proper sense of the term, infants are incapable ; for .it con- 
gists in a radical change in our religious views of the divine 
_ character, law, &c. ; a change in our religious feelings, and in our | 
religious purposes-and habits of action; of none of which are 
children capable. | 
Again, as regeneration does not Dos but Aer restrains the 

_ natural depravity, or innate, Sinful dispositions of the Christian, 
| (for these 8till remain in him after conversion,) it must; consist 
mainly in a change of that increased predisposition to sin arising 
from action, of that preponderance of sinful habits formed by 
yoluntary indulgence of our natural depravity, after we have 
| reached years of moral agency. But infants have no 8uch increased 
predisposition, no habits of 8in prior to moral ageney, consequently 
there can be no change of them, no regeneration in this mean- 
ing of the term. Hence if baptixm even'did effect regeneration 
1n adults, whilst we have proved it does not, still it could have no 
Such influence on infants, as they are natural 'y incapable of the 
mental exercises inyolyed in it. The child, on its first attainment 
_ of moral agency, has merely natural depravity, until by voluntary 
indulgence in sin, it contracts personal guilt, and forms habits of 
ginful action. If the child, by the grace of God and proper 
\ religious instruction, continues to resist the solicitations of its de- 
 praved nature, its continued obedience will form - holy habits, and 
this preponderance of holy habits, when established, constitutes 
its regeneration. If the growing child, as its powers of moral 
agency are developed, for any reason indulges its innate 8inful 
propensities, it becomes a confirmed sinner; and its 8ubsequent 
regeneration, if it take place, will be the more striking, as its 
change of habits must be the greater. | 
Baptism 1 in adults, is-a means of making a public profecaion of 
previous faith, or of being received into the visible church, as well 
as a pledge and condition of obtaining those blessings purchased 
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by Christ, and offered to all who pon, believe i in him, and pro-. 


_. fess his name by baptism. | 8 


Baptism in in/ents, is the pledge of the bentowmont of those 
blessings purchased by Christ for all. © As in Adam all die, even 
80 in Christ shall all be made alive.” And © The promise is to 
' you and your children,” Acts 2: 39, These blessings are for- 
giveness of sins, or exemption from the penal consequenees of 
natural depravity, (which would at least be exclusion from heaven 
on account of moral disqualification for admission,) reception into 
the visible church of Christ, grace to help-in every time of need, 
and 8pecial provision for the nurture and admonition 1 in the Leek: 
to which parents pledge themselves. _ | 

The language of the Savior to N loodemus, John 3 : 6, © U ales 
a man be born of water and the spirit,” doubtless aſhes also to 
baptism, which had been known to the Jews, and practiced by 
John the. Baptist, before the ministry of Christ, as; a mode of 
_ public reception of proselytes, who were then aid to be new born. 
Its import is to- inform Nicodemus, that he must publicly profess 
the religion of Jesus by baptism, and als0 be regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit, if he desired to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Thus, also, the words, Acts 22 : 16, © Arise and be baptised, and 
wash away thy sins,” were addreceed to Paul after he -had sur- 
rendered himself to Christ, and signifies : © Arise, and publicly 
profess Christ by baptism, and thus complete your dedication of 
yourself to his cause, the condition, on the 8incere performance of 
which, God will for Christ's sake, pardon your sins.” 

Baptismal regeneration, either in infants or adults, is therefore 
a doctrine not taught in the word of God, and fraught with much 
injury to the souls of men, although inculcated in the former 
symbolical books. At the same time, whilst the doctrine of bap- 
tismal regeneration certainly did prevail in our European churches, 
it is proper to remark, that the greater part. of the passages in 
the former symbols lating to this 8ubject, are, and doubtless 
may be explained by many, to signify no more than we above 
inculcate. 

The following passages are therefore rejected : 


F 
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BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 
Augsburg Confesston, Art. II. 


&« Our churches teach that this inuate disease and original sin, 
is truly 8in, and condemneth all those under the eternal wrath of 


God, who are not born again by Baptism and the Holy Spirit.” 
Apology to Augsburg Confession, p. 226. | 


&« Our opponents also agree # the ninth article, in which we 
confess that Baptism is necessary to 8alvation, and that the baptism 
of infants is not fruitless, but necessary and alutary. | 


| Luther's Smaller Catechism. 


* What does Baptism confer or benefit ? 

Ans. —-It effects the forgiveness of sins, delivers from death 
and the devil, and confers eyerlasting salvation upon all who 
believe it, as the words and promises of God declare.” 


« How can water effect 8uch great things ? 


 Ans. — Indeed it is not the water that has such effect, but the 
word of God that is with and in the water, and the faith trusting 
8uch word of God in the water. For without the word of God 
the water is mere water, hence no baptism ; but with the word of 
God it constitutes a baptism, that is, a gracious water of life, and 
a washing of regeneration, in the Holy Ghost.”—Symb. B., 
p. 42l. | | | 
Luther's Larger Catechism. 


&« Every Christian, therefore, has enough to learn and practice 
in Baptism during his life; for he must ever exert himself to 
maintain a firm faith in what it promises and brings him, namely, 
triumph over the devil and death, the remission of sins, the grace 
of God, Christ with "all his works, and the Holy Ghost with all 
his gifts. In short, the blessings of Baptism are 80 great, that 
if feeble nature could but comprehend them we might justly 

| doubt their reality. For, imagine to yourself a pbysician, who | 
possessed an art preventing persons from dying ; or, even if they 
died, immediately restoring them to life s0 as to live eternally 


_ afterwards, how the world would rush and flock around him with 


money, while the poor, prevented by the rich, could not approach 
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him! -And yet, here in Baptism, every one has s8uch a treasure 

and medicine gratuitously brought to his door—a medicine which 

abolishes death, and preserves all men to eternal life.”—P, 525, 
Luther”s Larger Catechism. - 


« Tt, (baptism) is, therefore, very appropriately called: food for 


| the 80ul, which flourishes and strengthens the new man ; for 
through Baptism we are born anew ; but beside this, the old 
vicious nature in the flesh and blood nevertheless adheres to man, 


in which there are.so0 many impediments and obstacles, with which 
we are opposed as well by the devil as by the world, 80 that we 
often become weary and faint, and sometimes stumble. '?— Symb. 
B., p. 5383. | 

In the Visitation Article 's, published fourteen years after the | 
other Symbolical books for the purpose of explaining their true 
import, and then made binding in Saxony : 


ART. III.—Ox- BaprisM. 


$ IT. & By baptism as the laver of regeneration, and the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, God saves us, and works in us such 
righteousness and purification from s1ns, that whoscever perseveres 
in such covenant and reliance, will not be lost, but have eternal 


life.” 
$ IV. © Baptism is the bath (laver) of regeneration, because in 


it we are regenerated, and sealed with the spirit of sonship and 
obtain pardon.” —Miller's Symb. Bucher, pp. $48, 849 


TOPIC VL—THE OUTWARD FORM OF BAPTISM. - 


The eculiag views of Luther. on the mode of baptism, were 
never. adopted by his coadjutors, nor never insisted on by himself. 
They were not introduced even in the church at Wittemberg, 
much less in any other part of the Lutheran Church. | 

« The controversy on this subject has always been regarded by 
our most enlightened divincs, including Luther, Melanchthon, and 
Chemnitz, as one of comparatively inferior importance. - It has no 
connexion with the question of infant baptism, because churches 


which baptize by immersion may and often do practice infant bap- 
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tizm (the Greek church); and those who baptize by affusion or | 
aspersion, may confine the ordinance to adults. The Augsburg 


 Confession; therefore, whilst it distinetly enjoins the baptism of 


infants, specifies nothing as to the mode of applying the water. 
The question in dispute is not whether baptism by immerson is 


- valid; this is admitted ; though that mode is thought less suitable 


to a refined s8ense of moral feeling than the other, especially in 
countries where public bathing is unusual, and familiarity with 
its accompanying scenes has not divested them of their indelicacy. 
But the question is whether immersion 1s enjoined in Scripture, 
and consequently is one essential part of baptism, 0 that without 


'1t no baptisxm is valid, though it contain every other requisite. 
. On this subject the Lutheran church, including Luther himself, 
| has always agreed with the great majority of: Christian denomi- 


nations, in maintaining the negative, and in regarding the quan- 


tity of water employed in baptism, as well as the mode of exhi- 


biting it, not essential to the validity of the ordinance. 
The reason is obvious : because no cireumstances can be neces- 
8ary to the validity of a divine ordinance, excepting those which 


| God has commanded in his word. And as God has not com- 


mancded immerstion in his word ; therefore, 1t tis not enameens to 
the validity of the ordinance of Hapdoin. 

The Greek words for baptize and baptism, used in the New 
Testament, (Heb. 9:10, Mark T7 :4, Luke 11 : 38,) (6anrido, 
Barriouos) 8Ignify vations applications of water practiced by the 
Jews in their different rites ; which certainly included sprinkling, 
pouring, washing, bathing ; but in- no case, certainly, immersion. 


See Numbers, 19:18, &e. Any mode of applying the water, 
' will therefore meet the New Testament import of baptism ; and 


as various reasons render affusion, or aspersion, more suitable in 
our age, we, in common with the entire Lntheran Church, prac- 
tice this method, and therefore reject the following passages of the 
former 8ymbolic books as inconsistent with our views. 


Luther's Large Catechisn, Infant Baptism. 


&« In the last place, it is als0 necessary to know what Baptism 
8ignifies, and why God instituted precisely this external 8ign and 
form | in the celebration of that sacrament, through which we aro 
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first taken into the community of the Christian Church. The 

work or act consists in our being 8unk into the water, which 
| passes over us, and in our being withdrawn from it again. These 
two parts, our 8inking under the water, and coming out again, 
- 8ignify the efficacy and the work of Baptism, which are nothing 
?l8e but the mortification of the old Adam, and afterwards, the 
resurrection of the new man ;* both of which are to be practiced _ 
by us through our whole life, 80 that a Christian life is notbing: 
else than a daily baptism, once begun and .ever to be continued.” 
—Symb. B., p. 528. © —_ 

Again, © But no one 1s permitted to pour (begiessen) water on 
us again ; for, if a person 8hould permit himself to be immersed 
into water (ins wasser senken) a hundred times, it would till be 
no more than one baptism ; this work, however, continues, and 
its' 8ignification is permanent.” F—Symb. B., pp. 529, 529. 


Smalcald Articles, Part 2d. 
Or BAPTISM 


&« Baptism is nothing else than the word of God (Latin : cum 
mersione in aquam) in the water, commanded by his institution of 
- It, or as St. Paul 8ays : © A washing of water, by the word,” Eph. 
9 : 26.” —P. 384. | : 0 


TOPIC VIL—ERRORS CONCERNING THE PERSONAL 
OR HYPOSTATIC UNION OF THE TWO NATURES 
IN CHRIST. 


The chief error on this subject, is the 8upposition that the 
human and divine natures of Christ, to a certain extent inter- 
change attributes. This, in common with all other - Protestant 
Churches, -we regard as contrary to the Holy Volume, which 
peaks of the union of two natures in one person in the Savior, 
precisely as it does of the union of soul and- body into one person 
in man, without any one supposing them to teach an exchange of 
properties in the latter case. And yet (matter, or) the body and. 
80ul, are.not more entirely and unchangeably distinet and differ- 


C—C— —_——w———_—_—_— 


* See the German of Miiller, p. 495. * Unter das Wagsser zenken, und 
| wieder herauskomuwen.” —The Latin is stronger 8till. 
f Auferstehung. | 
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"ent, than the Creator and creature, the human and the divine 
__vature in Christ. To 8uppose this humanity could, iv any casc, 
acquire any of the distinctive attributes of the Srinity, tends to 
destroy the immutable distinetion between the Creator and the 
creature, the Infinite and the finite ; which is the ground of the 
exclusive claim of God- to our worship. The supposition that 
humanity 1 in any case acquired 8ome attributes of divinity, tends 
to give plausibility to the apotheosis of heroes and the pagan wor- 
ship of inferior deities in general, as well as to the Romish wor- 
Ship of the Virgin Mary. Has not God himself taught us, © 1 
am the Lord thy God—thou 8halt have no other gods beside me.” 

_ . The idea, moreover, that the divinity was in any sense or degree 
conceived and brought forth by the frail mortal, the Virgin Mary, 
| is preposterous in the view of common sense, as well as flatly con- 
tradictory to the declaration of Paul, Rom. 9:5, © Whose are 
the Fathers, and of whom (through the Virgin mary), as cOn- 
cerning the FLESH (not his divinity) Christ came.” Hence we 
reject the following Pas8ages : 


Form of Concord, Art. VIIL. 
Op THE PERs&ON oF CHRIsT. 


« But here there 1s in the highest degree a communion which 
God really maintains with the man ; and from this personal union 
and tbe exalted and ineffable communion which thence results, pro- 
ceeds all that is 8aid and believed concerning God as man, and 
concerning the man Christ as God. This union and communion 
of natures, the ancient teachers of ' the church explain by the 
81militude of red-hot iron, and als0 by the union of body and soul 
in man.” 

« Hence we believe, evck, and confess, that God is man, and 
man God ; which could not be if the divine and human natures 
had no communion at all with each other.” 

 « Hence we believe, teach, and confess, that the Vi irgin Mary 
jo not conceive and brivg forth simply a mere man, but the true 

Son of God ; for which reason she is also rightly called, and she 
4s truly the mother of God”!!! 

« He consequently now, not only as God, but als0 as man, 
knows all things, 18 able to do all things, is pregent to all creatures, 


and has under his feet and in his bands, ( ohn 13 :3,) all that is 
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in heaven and on earth, and Under the earth. ”_— Symb. B.;pp. 


576, DTT. 

« On account of this personal union, and the communication fol- 
lowing from it, which the divine and buwan natures in the person 
of Christ have with cach other, in deed and in truth, 8uch things 
are attributed to Christ according to the flesh, which his flesh 
according to its nature and essence cannot be in itself, and which 


it cannot have apart from this union : namely, that his flesh is a 
true, vivifying food, and that his blouod is a true, vivifying 


drink. —Symb. 2, P- 700. 


— 


TOPIC VIIT.—THE SUPPOSED SPECIAL SIN-FORGTV- 
ING POWER OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 


, 
The word of God clearly inculcates the dootrin, to which 


Luther and his coadjutors gave 8uch prominence, that no one can 
be justified or pardoned except by a living faith in Christ, and 
such a faith is found only in the regenerate mind. And when- 


- ever the sinner exercises this living faith in Christ he is Justified, 


that is, his 8ins are pardoned. Now, every communicant either 
pos8ess8es this faith, or he does not. If he does, he is justified or 
pardoned before he communes; if he is destitute of this faith, 
his communing cannot justify or pardon him ; for man is justified 
by faith alone. Yet are there thousands of church members who 
afford no satisfactory evidence of regeneration, of that faith which 
works by -lovye, and justifies the heart, and overcomes the world ; 


who, because they approach the mcraxzontel table with cerionanons 


and sincerity, and perbaps with some 8orrow for their sins, believe 
that they obtain pardon of their transgressions, and yet still con- 
tinue in their unregenerate state. We reject the following pas- 


8ages, not because they clearly teach the above error, but because _ 


they are not sufficiently guarded, and are understood by many as 
inculcating the doctrine, that a sincere and devout participation 
of the Lord's Supper zecures the pardon of sin, eyen where satis- 
factory evidences of regeneration are wanting, the persons referred 
to mistaking a mere historical. belief for a living faith. Hence, 
as the Scripture nowhere connects the forgiveness of 8ins with 
the duty of sacramental communion, any more than with the per- 
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formance of any other prominent Christian duty, it is not proper 
that we 8hould do 80. The design of the Holy Supper is to 8how 
forth the Lord's death, to profes the name of the Redeemer before 
the world, to confirm the previous faith of the communicant, to 
bring bim into elosest communion with his blessed Savior, and to 
82cure his 8pecial 8piritual blessing : but not to bestow forgiveness 
for sins upon the unregenerate, however serious they may be. 
Hence we reject the following passages : 


Apology to the Augsburg Confession. Art. XII. (V.) Von der 


Busse. Miller's Symb. B., p. 173. 


« For these are the scals and 8igns of the covenant and of 
grace in the New Testament, these are 8igns-of reconciliation and 
forgiveness of 8ins. For they offer forgiveness of 8ins, as the 
words 1n the eucharist eyidently proves : This 1s my body, _— 


_ was given for you,”” bc. Bee the German original. 


Apology to Augearg Con \fea8ion, Art. XII. 
Oy Trx Mass. | 


«This we 8ay to them, that certainly the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, is properly designed for the remiss1on of guilt. For what 
20ns0lation could we have, if forgiveness were offered there, and 
yet it were not the remisston of guilt.” — Symb. Books, pp. 327, 


828, 


Luther's Smaller EET 


Or THE Lord's SUPPER. 


« What is the benefit of 8uch eating and drinking ? | 
« Ans. This is indicated by these words © given and 8hed for _ 


you for the remiss8ion of 8Ins ;' ' namely, that through these words 


in the Sacrament, the remissi0n of 808, life, and salvation are im- 
parted ; for 5 "9c there is remtsst0n of 8ins, there is als0 life and 
zalyation. .—Symb. Books, p. 424. 


Luther's Larger Catechism, Part V.- 


OF THE LoRD's SUPPER. 


«Thus we have briefly considered the first part that belongs tc 
this sacrament. We sball now consider its virtue and utility, 
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chiefly on account of which the Shcrament was instituted, and 
which are the most necessary qualities in it; that we may know 
what we should seek and obtain. Now, this | is clear and easy to 
be understood, even from the words which we have- mentioned : 

Phis is my body and blood given and shed for you for the remis- 
* 8i0n of 8ins. The import of these words 1s briefly this :—We ap- 

proach the Sacrament. in order to recelve a treasure, through and 
in which we obtain the remi8810n of sins.*”— $1 ymb. Books, P- 999 


TOPIC IX.—THE REAL PRESENCE OF THE BODY 
AND BLOOD OF CHRIST IN THE. EUCHARIST. 


The Reformers justly rejected the Romish error, that the bread 
and wine were transformed and transubstantiated into. the body 
and blood, of Christ. But they till adhered to the opinion, that 
the real body and blood of the Savior are present at the Eucharist, 
in some mysterious way, and are received by the mouth of every 
communicant, worthy or unworthy. | 

For this view we find no authority in Scripture. (a.) On the 
contrary, when Christ uttered the words : © 'This (bread) is my 
body,” his body was not yet dead, but was reclining at: their 8ide 
at the table; and therefore was certainly not received by them 
into their mouths. The language was therefore figurative, s8uch 

_ as Jesus was wont often to employ. Again, © I am the door,” 
John 10:9. #1 am the true vine,” 15:1. © The field is the 
world,” * the 8eed is the word,” &c. - 

(b.) Christ himself exhorts us, © Do this in remembrance of 
me :”” but remembrance 1s applicable only to that which is past and 
dhogad. Paul also represents the design of this ordinance to be, 
« 'To show, or publishy the Lord's death,” a past event and not a 
present perso0n. Thus we come into the communion- with, or 
are reminded of, the Lord's body and blood through the emblems 
of bread and wine. 

(c.) It contradicts the clear and indisputable. testimony of our 
8enses, for as the body and blood are to be received by the mouth _ 
of the communicant, it mus? be a {ocal and material reception, 


which, if it did occur, at sacramental celebrations, could be 0b- 
gerved by the senses. | *, 
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n- a.) It contradicts the observation of all nations wal ages, that, 
' every body or material 8ubstance, must occupy a definite portion 
of 8pace, and cannot be at more than one place at the 8ame time, 
and therefore not at a hundred different places where the commu- 
7 nion is received at the same time. 

A For these and other reasons the great mass of our ministers and 
churches reject this doctrine, and the annexed passages of the 
former symbolical books in which it is taught. The disposition to 
reject this error was manifested by Melanchthon himself, and it 
'y prevailed extensively in the latter third of the sixteenth century. 
But during the first quarter of this century, the conviction that 
our Reformers did not purge away the whole of the Romish error 
from this doctrine, gained ground, uniyersally, until the great 
mass of the whole Lutheran Church, before the year 1817, had 
rejected the doctrine of the real presence. 


} REJECTED PASSAGES: 
Augsburg Confſesvion, Art. X. 
'Þ . Or Tfnx Lonp's SUPPER. 
: a Goncernin * the holy Supper of the Lord it is taught, that the 
N true body and Vlood of Christ are truly present, under the form 


of bread and wine, in the Lord's Supper, and are there adminis- 
tered and received.” —Symb. Books, p. 112. 
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Apology to the Confession, Art. VII., VIII. (IV.) 


P « Our adversaries (the Romanists) do not object to the tenth 

> »« article (of the Augsburg Confession), in which we confess that the 
body and blood of Christ our Lord, are truly present in the holy 
Supper, and administered and received with the visible elements, 
the bread and wine, as hitherto maintained in the (Romish) 
church, and as the Greek A Shows. wy ae Books, Pp. 227. 


Smalcald, Article VL 


6 Concerning | the Sacrament of the Altar, we hold that the 
bread and wine in the Eucharist, are the true body and blood of 
Christ, which are administered and received not only by you 
but also by] impious Christians.”—Symb. Books, p. 384. 
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Luther's Smaller Catechism. 


EE TFhat is the Sacrament of the Altar ? | 
«KAns., It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself, for us Chris- 
tians to eat and to drink.” — Symb. Books, p. 424. 


Form of Concord, Pt. I., Art. VII. 


«We teach that the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, are truly and essentially, or 8ubstantially, present in the 
Lord's Supper, administered with the bread and wine, and received 
with the lips, by all those who use this sacrament, be they worthy 
or unworthy, good or evil, believing or unbelieying ; being received 
by the believing unto consolation and life, but by the unbelieving. 
unto judgment.” — Symb. Books, p. 570. 


« We believe, teach, and confess, that the words of the testa- 
ment of Christ, are not to be understood otherwise than according 


to their literal sense, 80 that the bread does not signify the absent 


body of Christ, and the wine, the absent blood of Christ, but on 
account of their sacramental union, that the bread and wine ARE 
truly the body and blood of Christ.” —1dem. p. 5T1. 


« We believe, teach, and confess, that not only the truly be- 
| lieving and the worthy, but also the unworthy and the unbelieving, 
receive the true body and blood of Christ.” —P. 572. 


« In addition to the above clear passages, incontestably teaching 
the real presence, 1t deserves to be ever remembered, that only 
fourteen years after the Form of Concord was published, when 
Duke Frederick William, during the minority of Christian TITI., 
published the VisITaTION ARTICLES OF SAXONY, ih 1594, in 
order to suppress the Melanchthonian tendencies to reject this and 
other peculiarities of the symbols, the Article on this subject 
which was framed by men confessedly adhering to the old symbols, 
' and designing to re-enunciate their. true import, and which was 
enforced upon the whole church in Saxony as symbolic, gives the 
most objectionable view of this doctrine, viz. : I. © The pure doc- 
trine of our Church is, that the words, © Take and eat, this is my 
body : drink, this is my blood, are to be understood 8imply and 
according to the letter.” IT. That the body (which is received and 
eaten) is the proper and natural body (der rechte naturliche 


Leib) of Christ, which hung upon the cross j and the blood (which 


a> 
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is drunk) is the proper and natural blood (das rechte naturliche 
Blut) which flowed from the 8ide of Ohrist.” Miiller's Symb. 
Books, p. $47, Now we cannot persuade ourselves, that this is 
the view of a single minister of the General Synod, 'or of many 
out of it; and yet these are the views that those are obligated to 
receive who avow. implicit allegiance to the former symbolical 
books of our Church in Europe. If any adopt the modification 
received by many of our distinguished divines, such as Reinhardt 


and others, they do not faithfully embrace the 8y1nbolical doo- 
trine, and cannot fairly profess to do 80.” | 


We therefore reject all these passages, as tcking a doctrine 


not contained in the good word of God, our only infallible rule 
of faith and practice. 
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